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To the Moſt Worſhipful GRAN D MASTER, and the 
reſt of the Brethren of the Moſt Ancient GRAND 
Lo DGE of ALL ENGLAND. 


BROTHERS and FELLOWõ, 


HIS Sermon is moſt affectionately dedicated to you, 

with a ſincere with that your LopGEH may long 
flouriſh, and receive many ſuch acquiſitions as that 
which occaſioned this diſcourſe. 


You are the ſucceſſors of thoſe brave men, who, by 


an uncommon fortitude and integrity, preſerved their 
Principles, Secrets, Myſteries, and Order, through a 
long courſe of perſecution, from the inhuman {laughter 


of their predeceſſors, the Druids, till He, in whoſe rule 
and governance are the hearts of Kings, raiſed them up 
a Royal Protector, in this City, the amiable Edwin: 


And as by this ſucceſſion you are the only GRAND LoDGE 
in England, I hope you will cgnlider it your particular 


duty, to diſcountenance all irregularities, and illegal in- 


novations, and conſtantly maintain ſtrict order , harmony, 
and brotherly- -love. 


J am, 


YoRKk, Jan. '*1 
1779. 8 


Brothers and Tellows, 
Wur r moſt affectionate Brother, 
4 OHN PARKER. 
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Aerts, Chap. xvii. Part of the 17th Verſe. 


Fork WE ARE ALSO HIS OFFSPRING. 


HE Great Jehovah is only ſelf-exiſtent, and 
the real ſource of all created being. From 
his fulneſs have all we received our exiſtence, 
our mental faculties, and means of ſupport: In him 


we live, and move, and have our being: And, in 
this reſpect, all the ſons and daughters of men are 
properly called the Offspring of God. He is their 


common father, they are all objects of his common 


| bounty, and preſerved by his common providence : 
But there are ſome amongſt them, who, by contem- 
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plating his works, conſulting his will, and r endering 


a devout grateful adoration to their all- gracious Cre- 
ator, conciliate a greater degree of regard, and are 


eminently ſtiled the Sons of God, his peculiar off- 


ſ] pring. 


Should I now aſſert, Sn We, who are called Free 
and Accepted Maſons, Mes amber, and claim 


this great privilege, it en perhaps, leem ſtrange 


to many of you, who have looked upon us in a very 
common light; but howſoever ſtrange it may appear 
at firſt view, I truſt, that I ſhall be fortunate enough 
to-day, by nothing but the bare recital of N 


truth, to incline many to this opinion. 


In the earlier ages of che world, when its inhabi- 
tants were few, and their ſubſiſtence was precarious, 


and procured by hard induſtry, they ſenſibly felt the 


additional aſſiſtance of every individual. Hence 
families, as they increaſed, united themſelves and 


their labours for the common good: And as age, on 
account of its experience in this infancy of ſcience, 


Was juſtly deemed the ſcat of wiſdom, the head of 


every. 
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1 
every family was their governor and inſtructor both 
in temporal and religious matters: He was their King 


and Prieſt, to whom all paid an abſolute deference 


and obedience. But as mankind multiplied, and the 
union of different families formed large ſocieties, 
and their increaſing numbers were more than ſufli- 
cient for their neceflary taſks, theſe ſage men wiſely 


determined to increaſe their own knowledge, by de- 
voting themſelves to contemplation and ſtudy, and 
to promote the happineſs of their ſubordinate de- 
pendents, by regulating and ſupporting a due courſe 


of religious and civil government. To effect theſe 
falutary, theſe noble purpoſes, they formed them- 
ſelves into ſeleft bodies; and, as rewards for their 


ſervices, they ſoon were exempted from many com- 
mon impofitions, which it Was neceſſary for the com- 
munity at large to þear, KR. enjoyed immunities 


which no other ſet of people could claim. It was 
eaſy to foreſee that many from different, ſometimes 


from falſe motives, would ſeek admiſſion into this 
order ; but, that they might be certain that every 
man who craved this ſingular favour, acted only 
from their own noble, original intention ; and, like 


them, 


Bos 

them, diſintereſtedly purſued the grand deſign of 
Jehovah's glory, and the felicity of his people, they 
enjoined a ſtrict and rigid probation, which none 
could think of undergoing, but thoſe who were in- 
ſpired (if I may uſe the expreflion) with the ſame 
great, divine ſentiments. Experience preſently con- 
vinced them, that many, who were unwilling to be 
tried, and feared to ſtand the teſt, borrowed the de- 
ceitful maſk of pretenſion, and ſought admiſſion by 
that, amongſt thoſe true and faithful ones, where 
no baſe pretender had ever entered : But they ren- 
dered that abortive, by wiſely adopting certain re- 
gular ſigns and tokens, whereby one brother might 
know another to be a true man in the dark, as well 
as in the light, and to prevent impofitions. 


Their wiſdom and fincerity of intention were 
equalled by their conduct, both public and Private. 
They contemplated the works of nature with a cu- 
rious and with a devout attention. They ſoon per- 


ceived the footſteps of an infinite God, and deduced 


from his mighty works his glorious attributes, wit- 
Som, power, ubiquity, Juſtice, : and unbounded good- 


neſs. 
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neſs, They perceived that the faculties of the ſoul 
were emanations from the Divine Being, and they 
rationally concluded that ſhe muſt be immortal, and 


_ reſponſible for her actions in a future life, and would 
meet with rewards and puniſhments ſuitable to her 
conduct. They did not fit down with mere ſpecu- 
lation, but called forth the powers of the ſoul into 
real and uſeful action. Their unwearied perleye- 
rance in the purſuits of wiſdom and knowledge, was 
inexpreſſible and unparalleled! And every progreſ- 
ſion in the difficult path of ſcience was made ealy to 
a follower, for they were always ready to give in- 
ſtructions to a Brother. 


No wonder that a fraternity like this ſhould ſoon 
become famous and reſpected: Accordingly, we 
find it early in a flouriſhing condition, both in the 
land of Canaan and in Egypt. And we ſhall be 
leſs ſurprized at this, when we conſider that it had 
its foundation in the glory of the Eternal Jehovah, 
and the happineſs of his rational creatures; and that 
the godlike men, who were inſtruments in theſe 
| great deſigns, made it their whole concern and em- 


c ploy 
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ploy to perfect the great work they had undertaken: 
Conſequently the people felt the immediate good ef- 


fects of this beneficial inſtitution. 


Their firſt great care was to impreſs on the people | 


Juſt ideas of the nature of the Deity, but eſpecially 


his ſtrict juſtice in not paſling over tranſgreſſion and 
fin. And that this might have its due weight, they 
aſſiduouſly inculcated his omnipreſence, and remind- 
ed the people that he really was in every place, 


throughout the univerſe, remarking both good and 


evil actions and deſigns: And they never failed to 


add the confideration of his infinite power to puniſh, 
Jo aſſiſt theſe ſtriking doctrines, they worſhipped 


upon the high mountains, where an extenſive hori- 


ꝛ20n brought to mind that the preſence of Jehovah 
was boundleſs; or, in the ſecret receſſes of a conſe- 


crated grove, where the ſolemn horror of the place 


ſtruck the ſoul with the ſacred terror of a preſent, 


omnipotent God. 


They were deeply ſkilled in philoſophy, yet they 
neyer made uſe of abſtruſe reaſoning in their public 
js „ teaching, 


EF) 


teaching, but accommodated their inſtructions to the 


underſtandings of their people, and taught things 
difficult of comprehenſion by things well known, 
and familiar objects became ſymbols of eternal truths. 


The oak was a ſymbol of the Deity becauſe of its 


ſtrength and duration. The fun and moon were 


thought ſtriking emblems of his providential ceco- 


nomy and power, therefore frequently referred to, 
but they would not admit that any thing in the uni- 
verſe could properly repreſent the glorious Godhead. 
To aſſiſt their people's recollection, they deduced in- 
ſtruction from common concerns, and made them 


ſymbols of devotion, ſo that domeſtic things became 


monitors of their duty. To this indefatigable care 


for the ſouls of men, they added continual endea- 
vours to make their preſent ſtate comfortable; and 


for this laudable purpoſe they ſtudied and made great 
proficiency in all the liberal and uſeful arts. Phy- 
ſic, geometry, aſtronomy, and, in ſhort, whatever 
tended to enlarge the mind, or was conducive to real 


uſe, their unwearied induſtry got poſſeſſion of: And 


above all, their own fellowſhip, their union, and 
their brotherly love was ſo perfect, that they ſeemed 
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all actuated by the ſame ſpirit, and a/ to be of one 


heart and of one mind. 


Every man who valued pure devotion ; every man 
who wiſhed to improve his ſcientific knowledge; 


every man who delighted in virtuous friendſhip, who 


longed for a true and faithful friend, which is as a 
man's own foul, and ſticketh cloſer than a brother, 
would naturally croud to be taken and accepted a- 


mongſt this ſele& Brotherhood: And this is the rea- 
ſon why we find in their annals the greateſt names 


of antiquity. Abraham, the father of the faithful, 


and the friend of God, was one of theſe Magi. He 


left his native country, overſpread with idolatry, to 


| Join his-ſelf with the faithful in the land of Canaan. 
He enjoyed a rich intercourſe of the points of fellow- 
ſhip with Aner, Eſhcol, and Mamre, and was hap- 


pily united in the ſame mode of worſhip. He built 
an altar under the oak of Mamre, he worſhipped in 
the ſacred groves, he ſacrificed on the tops of moun- 
tains, and planted a grove his-ſelf to call upon God. 


| He received bleſſings from Brother Melchizedek, and 
returned him tithes ; and in Egypt, before idolatry 


bad 


1 it 
had got footing, in a time of famine, he was receiv- R 
ed and relieved as a Brother. 


In this flouriſhing kingdom, the land of Egypt, 1 
a branch of this foctety, called the Egyptian Prieſts, 
became very famous, and were renowned far and 
near for their religious myſteries, their polity, and 
uncommon {kill in both uſeful and ornamental arts, 
Amongſt theſe, Moſes the ſervant of God was edu- 


cated, and deeply ſkilled in all their myſterious FY 
rites; and it is mentioned in Holy Writ, as no ſmall } 3 


recommendation of Moſes, that he was learned in 
all the learning, of the Egyptians. And when he 
had brought out the children of Iſrael from among 
them, he communicated his light and knowledge to 
the Elders of his people, and many of their Rulers 
and Judges, the Kings David and Solomon, Pro- 
phets, and' the Sons of the Prophets, were of this 
antient, wife, upright, and therefore honourable 
order. Elijah the Tiſhbite wore their ſacred badge 
in his prophetic office, and the harbinger of our Sa- 
viour did not enter upon his holy miſſion without it. 
I ſhall enumerate no more great names, but men- 
„ D . tion. 
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1 
tion three facts, which reflect the higheſt honour on 


this fraternity. Moſes, the greateſt lawgiver on 
earth; John the Baptiſt, who was ſent to prepare the 


way before the Saviour of the world, and the three 
Magi, wiſe men of the Eaſt, who proclaimed his 


birth at Jeruſalem, even in Herod's court, and offer- 


ed him gifts, gold, frankincenſe, and myrrh, were 
all members of this holy Brotherhood. 


2 


Their arts and commerce were means of diſſemi- 
nating their. religious tenets and cuſtoms. in many 


diſtant parts of the world, both from Egypt and Phe- 
nicia, but eſpecially the latter; for, Ptolomy ſays, 
they navigated all the Mediterranean ſea, and plant- 
ed colonies at a very early period, above a thouſand 


years before Chriſt, in Gaul, Germany, and Britain. 
The wholeſome plant, foſtered in theſe thriving ſoils, 


Toon took root and filled the lands: And this iſland 
in particular was bleſt with a long ſucceſſion of holy 


and ſkilful Brothers. Their ſacred veneration for 
the oak, procured them the name of Druids, from 
the old Britiſh word Drud, the Celtic word Deru, or 
the Greek APYE, an oak. And from their firſt inſti- 


tution, 


EF #3 

tution, till the bloody hand of power maſſacred theſe 
venerable, righteous men, in their own ſacred 
groves, before their own holy altars, they maintained 
the ſame principles, and the ſame economy. 


Amongſt theſe Druids we find, as amongſt their 
predeceſſors in the Eaſt, the ſame noble refined ſenti- 
ments of the Deity, the ſame ardent love of the Bro- 
therhood, the ſame aſſiduous cultivation of the Arts 


and Sciences, the ſame cautionary diſtinctions, and 


the ſame impartial love, and unbiaſſed diſtribution of 


Juſtice. And here, I cannot paſs over an obſervation 


of Julius Cæſar in his 6th book of Commentaries, 
which ſeveral have brought to prove that the Druids 
offered human ſacrifices. He ſays, © the whole na- 


tion of Gaul js ſuperſtitious, and they who are afflicted 
with grievous diſeaſes, and they who are harafſed 
with war and dangers, either offer up human ſucri- 
 fices, or vow to make them; that the miniſtry of theſe 


ſacrifices is committed to the Druids, becauſe they 


think that to appeaſe the Deity of the Immortal Gods, 


the life of one man muſt be ſacrificed for that af 
another; and theſe ſacrifices are publicly inſtituted. 
Ke 8 The 
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The puniſhmentof thoſe taken in robbery, theft, or any 


ctime is thought moſt acceptable to the Immortal Gods; 
but when a number of thoſe are wanting, they de- 
ſcend even to the puniſhment of the innocent.” Should 


the ſuperſtition have been ſo great in Gaul, that one 


man would have wifhed to ſacrifice another on flight 


pretences, can we ſuppoſe that the Druids, who were 


inflexibly juſt; and who held this maxim facred © to 
injure no man,” would have become the miniſters of 
ſuch wanton cruelty | It is improbable to the laſt de- 


gree. But if we cloſely attend to the whole account, 


we ſhall find it an account only of judiciary proceed- 
ings. He hath told us a little before, that, © they 


met yearly to ſettle diſputes, and to paſs judgment 


upon murderers, and other criminals,” and the ob- 
ſervation before quoted ſeems an account of their 


puniſhment, who were found guilty. The Attribute 
of Juſtice they held in the higheſt eſteem. They 
_ conſidered themſelves as the miniſters of a God in- 
finite in Juſtice, and it did not depreciate their high 
office, to execute the ſentence they had uprightly 

pronounced, and to take the life with their own 
hands, which was a juſt forfeit to the laws of Gd 


and 
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. 
and their Country. This was done in a darkſome 
receſs of a ſacred Grove; the holy fires were kindled 


in ſuch a manner as to add terror to the gloom, and the 
whole folemnity ſtruck the beholders with the utmoſt 
awe! With the utmoſt reverence of vindictive juſtice, 
and the utmoſt horror of the deed, for which the 


malefa&or ſuffered! His life was an expiation for 


his crime, and the puniſhment was rendered dread- 


ful, to deter others from infringing the great law of 


right; for all their doctrines and efforts aimed at one 
glorious end; to make men wile, Juſt, and couragt- 
ous. 


That innocent men were puniſhed by them, when 


guilty could not be found, Cæſar muſt have learned 


from hearfay. Some of his obſervations he acknow- 
ledges came from that quarter. In his 5th book, he 
begins his deſcription of Britain thus: The interior 


part of the iſland is inhabited by the original inhabi- 
tants, they ſay, from which it is more than probable 


that many other of his aſſertions are equally vague, 
though he has not annexed to them, they ſay: And 
none bear greater marks of being ſo than this, 


E--- Are 
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Where could he glean up ſuch information? Perhaps 
from the diſſatisfied relatives of ſome unhappy vic- 
tim, whoſe thread was cut in the midſt of daring 
crimes ; for we all know, that it is no new thing, for 
the near friends of the wretched ſufferers to think 
law and juſtice too ſevere in their demands. He 


could have no intimation of their ſecret reſolves 
and determinations trom the Druids themſelves, the 


only ſure ſource of information: No; they never vi- 


olated ſecrecy, morality, nor brotherly-love. He 


could not extort any thing from them that ſhould be 


hid from vulgar eyes: No; he might cut down their 
groves, make his {word reck and his arrows drunk 


with their blood; but all the rigorous cruelties that 


tyranny could invent, could never explore the root 


of any heart, where the ſecrets of Druids laid. 
Therefore as he could not come at any certain infor- 


mation, either by infinuation or extortion; and as 


this unjuſt cruelty is contrary to their known prin- 
ciples and conduct, we may rationally conclude, that 


It is falſely, or miſtakenly laid to their charge. 


Cæſar s was the unlucky hand which diſtreſſed the 
Druids 
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Druids of Gaul, and pointed to the calamities of 


thoſe in Britain. Thoſe calamities were inflicted 
with the utmoſt loverity by the cruel Suetonius, 


who burnt their groves, and ſacrificed theſe guileleſs 


inoffenſive men upon their own altars, Agricola 
finiſhed the attempt, and eraſed the name, and de- 
ſtroyed the liberties of the Druids, The few remain- 
ing ones, who had eſcaped the intended general 


Maughter, were unwilling to part with the religion, 
and ſacred cuſtoms, they had been taught to venerate 


from their birth; they therefore privately met and 


made proſelytes; and though the diſtractions of their 


country, and a ſtate of ſubjection, prevented the ex- 
erciſe of many of their rites; and the different cuſtoms 


introduced into this iſland, by its numerous tyrannic 


maſters, intruded upon. them, and mingled inno- 


vations with their original inſtitutions; yet they pre- 
ſerved their initiatory requiſites and ceremonies, their 
ſecret ſigns and tokens, and the general economy of 


their order, till the time of Edwin, a Saxon Prince 
of Northumberland, who united them in the City of 


Vork, under Royal SanRion, and conſtituted, with 
the aſſiſtance of the reſt of the Brethren, what we 


now 
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now call a Lobe of FREE and AccEPTED MA 
N Sons: Free, becauſe no bondman could be admitted; 
and Accepted, becauſe they had ſtood the trying teſt * 
of ſeveral probationary degrees with univerſal ap- 
| if probation. The preſent name, Maſons, is ſome what 
difficult to be clearly accounted for, though there 
| are many probable conjectures, none of which I 
ſhall now trouble you with, for a name fignifics 
little, while we are able to trace ſo high an original. 
1 doubt not, but many of you have formed ſtrange 
notions. concerning us, and, perhaps, from ths name, 
concluded, that we were originally a fociety of 
mechanics ; But, as you have already heard, our firſt 
founders were the true worſhippers of the one true 
God, and fincere profeflors of his holy religion. 
They ftudied, and contemplated on the divine na- 
ture and its attributes. They ſtudied the beauties, 
ſearched into and developed the ſecret powers of 
nature. They improved and carried to great perfec- 
tion all the liberal, and uſeful arts, and invented new 
ones. They ſtudied the nature of the human ſoul, and 
| taught that moſt intereſting knowledge, the knows 
ledge of a man's ſelf, and the perfe& morality which 
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would make him accepted of his Great Creator, who 
required of him a reaſonable ſervice. In thoſe dark 
ages, vulgar minds were little accuſton ed to reaſon 
about things, conſequently, could not underftand 
much of the indiviſibility of the firſt cauſe, nor how fo 
many various operations as we ſee of it in nature 
ſhould be aſcribed to one only; therefore, theſe 
teacherswereobliged to have recourſe tohieroglyphics, 
and emblems for explanation; and this magner per- 
vaded all their religious moral teaching. They were 


ſenſible of the abſurdity of expoſing their myſteries 

to vulgar eyes, and of the impropriety of revealing 
their light and knowledge to any but thoſe who 
were duly prepared for, properly entered into, and 
lawtuly admitted members of their fraternity. They 


obſerved in the ſtricteſt, ſenſe confidential ſecrecy 


and fidelity, to the community in general and each 
Brother in particular, Their moral conduct was ſo 


upright, that it was ſpotleſs. Their univerſal benevo- 
| lence was very exemplary ; and their brotherly love 
was ſo intenſe and unfeigned, that perfect harmony 
and perfect fellowſhip reſided amongſt them, and 
they dwelt together in unity, in the hond of peace. 
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We, their ſucceſſors, follow their fteps as nearly 
as our light and knowledge will direct. We have 


tranſmitted to us, and we preſerve, the ſingular good 


ceconomy of our great predeceſſors, in the regula- 


tions of our ſociety. We have tranſmitted to us, and 


we muſt be careful to conceal, the ſecrets and my/te- 
ries of our order; amongſt which, is that univerſal 
intimation, whereby Brothers, born in diſtant parts 
of the world, whoſe languages are unintelligible to 


each other, may be certain that they are true men, 


true Brethren of the ſame family. And ſhould any 
one of us be caſt in diſtreſs amongſt a people whoſe 
language we could not underſtand, by this intima- 


tion (if they were Brethren) we ſhould find com- 


paſſion, relief, and brotherly love, We pay all due 


reverence to God, our Almighty Maker, nor ſuffer 


his holy name to be irreverently uſed among us. 


No atheiſt, no libertine, no reprobate who dares to 


diſhonour the Moſt High, is ever permitted to enter 


the ſacred door of our Lodge. We ſuffer no ca— 
lumny, flander, or evil-ſpeaking ; nor religious or 
political diſputes. We are Brothers, the Brothers of 


each other's choice, and we ſtudy to promote each 


other's. 


. , 

other's intereſt and happineſs. We heartily ſympa- 
thize with a diſtrefled Brother; for we know that pity 
and kindneſs often keep at a great diſtance from 
diſtreſs, and commonly mils their way to the door 
of want; therefore we are more friendly; we vitit 
him with all the kind concern of brotherly affection, 
and cheartully and liberally relieve, Nay, we often 
comfort his deje Qed, mourning widow, and his help- 
leſs little ones partake of our fraternal conſolation. 
We unanimouſly obey our well contrived regulations 
for diſcipline and order. We vie with each other in 
kindneſs; every Brother obliges as much as he is 
obliged, and all is harmony, and all i is love! 


Now I have revealed to you, that are no Maſons, 
2s much as I am warranted to do. Permit me to en- 
quire with what ſucceſs ? Will it induce any of you 
to become Maſons ? Do you feel your hearts inclined 
to this amiable Brotherhood? Has this portrait attract- 
ed any longing or eſteem? I] can ſcarcely hope fo 
much from this weak imperfe& colouring ; but if 
you have received from the faint deſign the leaſt fa- 


vourable conception of what 1 it ſhould have more per- 


fectly 
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fectly delineated, let your own imaginations ſupply 
the reſt — Think, and reflect thus : If the defective 
repreſentation of this unſkilful hand be pleaſing, what 


muſt the proportion, ornament, grace, and beauty of 
the original be! The genuine form, the real pertec- 
tions, of which this poor attempt is the rude outlines! 


ouch a reflection, deeply made, might, perhaps, in- 
duce you to ſeek the benefits of this amicable, happy 


ſociety; for if you delight in order, if you delight in 


ſocial happineſs, it you delight in brotherly love, you 
will not hefitate to become Free and Accepted Ma- 


You, my Brethren, I exhort to hold faſt your pro- 


feſſion; to perſevere in the unanimous ſupport of 


your antient, noble order, and to exert every mean 
in your power, to promote an univerſal ſpread of your 


high calling. The wiſeſt and the greateſt men of 


diſtant ages, Patriarchs, Prophets, and mighty Kings, 
are at the head of your auguſt body; and you have 


received, by a marvellous courſe of tradition, their 


religious and focial cuſtoms, and economy. Theſe 
are in no hands but yours, nor can be communicated 


to 


5 

to any other ſet of people; therefore be careful to 
preſerve them, and afſfiduous in making further re- 
ſearches; for your knowledge, derived by this chan: 
nel, is a key to the holy rites and ſolemnities of an- 
tiquity, and throws a ray of light, not only on ſome 
of its moſt valuable profane authors, but on the Scrip- 
tures themſelves, eſpecially the Old Teſtament, This 
ſhould induce you, tor the beneſit of mankind, 


ſtrive to enlarge the province of Maſonry, that its 


_ glorious light may be more generally revealed, be- 
cauſe you know that it muſt be hid from all but the 
eyes of Maſons, 


The great principles of the Brotherhood are ſound 


in the holy teaching of the Son of God: They are 


incorporated amongſt his doctrines, and were fully 
illuſtrated by his example; therefore true Maſons 


readily embrace the Chriſtian Syſtem, and chear- 
fully conform to its duties. May theſe principles be 


deeply rooted in your hearts, and ſo animated by 
the great examples of the illuſtrious perſonages juſt 


mentioned, as to bring forth the fruits of rightoouſ- 


neſs an hundred fold. 
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To you, my Brethren of this newly conſtituted 


Lodge, I muſt obſerve, that the ſtricteſt caution will 


be neceflary in admitting Brothers and Fellows. Ac- 
cept of none, but ſuch as are truly moral, and well 
reported. With ſuch only your Lodge will flotiriſh, 
and with ſuch only can you enjoy brotherly ſatisfac- 


tion and comfort. I do not doubt your care, nor 
your penetration. 1 know vou do not need my in- 


ſtruction in this matter; but with the freedom, and 
the hearty concern of a Brother, I beg leave to re- 


mind you in time, leſt, in an unguarded hour, you 


ſhould too haſtily adopt any, whole conduct willbring 


upon you a ſtain and a blot. 


Conſider what I have ſaid, and may the heavenly 


light of truth illumine your minds; be a light unto 
your paths through the perplexing thorny mazes of 
the wilderneſs of this world; and guide your fect 
into the way of lng er 


I conclude with recommending you to the protect- 


ing care of the Great Jehovah, the Maker and om- 


nipotent Ruler of the Univerſe, the Father of light 


and 


V 
mercy, the ſhield and great reward of his choſen 
ones, whoſe Offfpring ye alſo are. May his wiſdom 
be your guide, his truth your confidence, and his 
power your ſupport. May you ever bear in mind 
the great end for which he gave you being, and in 
all your conduct glorify him, and fo paſs through 
theſe tranſient, fleeting, temporal things, that you 
may meet with a Joyful welcome, and an abundant 1 
entrance into thoſe laſting glories, Which will never 1 
end. 5 d 1 | 


Now unto the King Eternal, immortal, inviſible, 
the only wiſe God, be honour, kingdom, power, | 
and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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